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A decade of government action to save Lake Winnipeg

World Class aWareness
46. Funding for the Lake Friendly Do What Matters  

campaign

47. Launched grade 8 curriculum about Lake Winnipeg

48. Funding of $50,000 for the Manitoba Museum and 
International Institute of Sustainable Development’s 
H2O Solutions, an interactive and kid-friendly  
exhibit on the Lake Winnipeg watershed

49. Water Protection Handbook for cottagers,  
students and individuals

50. Right Source @ Right Rate, Right Time and  
Right Place initiative to help farmers sustainably 
apply nutrients 

leading edge researCh
40. University of Manitoba Watershed  

Systems Research Centre established  
with $1.25 million and additional support  
for runoff rentention initiative

41. Funded the International Institute of Sustainable  
Development’s Water Innovation Centre; including  
a cattail project for phosphorous capture

42. Robust basin water quality and quantity monitoring  
including $1 million a year for the Canada-Manitoba  
hydrometric program and more than $1 million to  
date for the Namao research ship including  
$150,000 this year

43. Research funded on agricultural runoff, wetland  
identification, phosphorus release during floods  
and algal toxin threats

44. Funding to develop innovative water technology 
through the Manitoba Environmental Industries  
Association

45. Helping save the Experimental Lakes Area  
for continued world-class water research

YOU can be Lake Friendly – go to  

www.manitoba.ca/lakefriendlyaccord



strong Basin ManageMent
25. Lake Friendly Accord to engage all  

basin stakeholders in nutrient reduction

26. Lake Friendly Stewards Alliance to  
co-ordinate action to improve water

27. Surface Water Management Strategy pending to  
better integrate decision making and to create a  
no net loss of wetlands framework. 

28. Canada-Manitoba Memorandum of Understanding  
to coordinate actions including collaborative science

29. Supporting Red River Basin Commission leadership  
for a 20 per cent peak flow reduction

30. Funding for Seine River nutrient reduction

31. Funding to Lake of the Woods Sustainability  
Foundation to improve water quality

32. Working with the Prairie Provinces Water Board to  
develop nutrient objectives for rivers flowing from 
the west

33. Developing a nutrient management strategy with  
North Dakota and Minnesota through the International 
Joint Commission’s International Red River Board

loCal Watershed aCtion
34. 107 water retention and wetland restoration 

projects underway by Conservation Districts

35. 23 Integrated Watershed Management Plans by  
Conservation Districts since 2006 - 12 implemented,  
5 near completion and 6 currently being developed  
to improve water quality

36. 142 riparian improvement projects by Conservation 
District since 2010 including off-stream watering  
systems, cattle crossings and 111 km of  
exclusion fencing

37. 321 erosion control projects by Conservation Districts 
since 2010 including stream bank stabilization, gully 
erosion and grassed waterways in fields

38. 130,000 hectares of wetlands and associated natural 
areas preserved since 2010 by Conservation Districts, 
Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation, Ducks Unlimited 
and the Nature Conservancy Canada 

39. Lake Friendly cleaning products introduced  
to legislature and basin parks

tough laWs
9. Passed the Save Lake Winnipeg Act to  

reduce nutrient loading from many sectors.

10. Legislated First Nation-led protection of east-side 
river and runoff that comprise 11 per cent of the lake’s 
inflow in the nominated UNESCO World Heritage Site

11. Canada’s first household automatic dishwashing  
detergent phosphate ban

12. Canada’s first lawn fertilizer phosphorous ban

13. Legislated maximum phosphorus and nitrogen  
levels in soils from all sources 

14. New sewage ejector ban

15. Septic field ban in provincial parks  
and sensitive areas 

16. No hog barn expansion unless approved with a high 
level of environmentally-sound treatment.

17. Strong new surface and groundwater protection through 
the Water Protection Act, the Environment Act,  
and the new Groundwater and Water Well Act

18. Drainage regulation overhaul pending  
with a risk-based approach

19. Phosphorous limits for new and expanded  
wastewater operations; and by 2016, for  
existing plants serving over 2,000 people

20. Winnipeg, the single largest point source  
of nutrients to Lake Winnipeg, to reduce  
phosphorus by 65% through major  
wastewater system upgrades.

21. Winnipeg required to reuse and recycle valuable  
nutrients in wastewater

22. Initiative launched for wetland protection on  
Crown land starting with wetland inventory

23. Peat mining lease and license moratorium and  
Canada’s first peatlands strategy in development

24. Winter manure spreading ban as of November 2013

Big investMents
1. More than $1.0 billion to be leveraged  

over the next five years for Lake Winnipeg.

2. $20 million dedicated to reduce phosphorous in  
basin provincial parks 

3. $3.58 million in federal and provincial financial  
assistance for improved manure treatment 

4. $8.7 million for local watershed organizations 
for agro-Manitoba water protection, including  
a $5.7 million provincial contribution annually

5. $750,000 per year for five years for a new Ecological 
Goods and Services initiative under Growing Forward 
2 to support adoption of lake-friendly practices by 
agricultural producers

6. $3.5 million restoration of Delta Marsh to remove  
phosphorous and nitrogen heading to Lake Winnipeg,  
including a $500,000 provincial contribution

7. Nutrient Management Tax Credit to help farmers  
meet water quality protection requirements

8. Canada’s only Riparian Tax Credit to protect  
lakeshores and stream banks

Over the past decade, the Manitoba government has taken strong action to reduce phosphorous 
and nitrogen loading to waterways that leads to harmful algae blooms in Lake Winnipeg. In at least 
50 ways good progress has been made with partners in Manitoba and with upstream neighbours.  
“TomorrowNow – Manitoba’s Green Plan”, the new Lake Friendly Accord and Lake Friendly 
Stewards Alliance will further co-ordinate and enhance our efforts and build upon this action.


